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By Victor Petersen

in need of a dues increase as I had previously written about. You can read my past President’s letters on our 
web site.
Around the association, we have received a few reports of home burglaries. We are a quiet, upscale 
neighborhood, and that can also make it inviting for burglars. Please review the article in this newsletter on 
security measures you can take. And always, please help each other by looking out for your neighbor, and be 
alert for suspicious activity.
On a lighter note, we will again be holding our annual holiday light contest (Friday December 18). As always, 
we’ll load up the Suburban with holiday cheer (and Judges), and make up categories as we go along (it’s very 
scientific). Make sure you have the lights ON. 

Happy Thanksgiving and a happy Holiday Season to everyone!

These twice-baked cookies, called mandelbrot (German for almond bread), are a 
Jewish holiday favorite. They have also become a Christmas favorite for many.
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3 tbsp. plus 1 cup sugar 
1/2 tsp. cinnamon 
1 cup vegetable or canola oil 
3 large eggs 
3 1/2 cups all-purpose flour 
2 tsp. baking powder 
1/4 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
1 cup chopped almonds (or chocolate chips, raisins, chopped walnuts, other nuts or 
a combination) 
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First, mix the 3 tablespoons of sugar with the cinnamon in a small bowl and set aside. In a large mixing bowl, mix the oil and 1 cup of 
sugar with a wooden spoon. Stir in the eggs, one at a time.
In a separate bowl, mix the flour with the baking powder and salt. Gradually stir the flour mixture, one cup at a time, into the liquids. 
Stir in the vanilla extract and the nuts, chips or raisins.
Gather the dough into a ball, cover with plastic and refrigerate for 1 hour. Heat the oven to 350 degrees, and grease two baking sheets 
or line them with parchment.
Divide the chilled dough into four equal portions and shape into logs about 10 inches long. Place the logs, at least 2 inches apart, on one 
of the prepared baking sheets. Sprinkle the logs with cinnamon sugar.
Bake on the center rack for 20 minutes. Remove from the oven. Once cool enough to handle, cut each log crosswise into 14 pieces, about 
3/4-inch wide. Arrange the cookies, flat-side down, on the cookie sheets.
Return the cookies to the oven, and bake for 18 more minutes or until the edges begin to brown and the cookies are golden. Once cool, 
the cookies can be stored in airtight containers or frozen in zippered plastic bags. Makes 56 cookies.



Proper pruning results in strong, healthy, attractive plants. Three main reasons to prune shade and 
ornamental trees are for safety, health, and aesthetics.

Pruning for safety involves removing branches that 
could fall and cause injury or property damage, 
trimming branches that interfere with lines of sight on 
streets or driveways, and removing branches that grow 
into utility lines. 
Pruning for health involves removing diseased or 
insect-infested wood, thinning the crown to increase 
airflow and reduce some pest problems, and removing 
crossing and rubbing branches. Pruning can best be 
used to encourage trees to develop a strong structure 
and reduce the likelihood of damage during severe 
weather. If the tree is badly diseased and weakened, 
total removal is often necessary.
Pruning for aesthetics involves enhancing the natural 
form and character of trees  Every tree species has its 
own unique growth pattern. To reduce the frequency 
of pruning it is best to consider a tree’s natural form. 
It is very difficult to create an unnatural form on 
a tree without constant maintenance. For example 
pollarding, espalier and topiary are unnatural shapes 
that require frequent pruning. Given enough care and 
attention, plants can be pruned into almost any form. 
On the other hand, just as proper pruning can enhance 
the form or character of plants, improper pruning can 
destroy it.
Topping or tipping a tree are pruning practices that 
harm trees and should not be used. These practices 

TREE PRUNING

Landscape Corner
By Susan Friedman, 

BHHOA Landscape Chairman and 
owner of Susan Friedman Landscape Architect

Feel free to contact Susan with any questions, concerns or landscape architectural needs... 

(925) 806-0643

result in creating weaker new growth, which are more 
prone to diseases and create an unnatural looking 
shape. Instead, crown reduction pruning should be 
used to reduce the size or height of the crown of a tree.
When to Prune?
Conifers, like Pines, Fir, and Spruce trees, may be 
pruned any time of year, but pruning during the 
dormant season may minimize sap and resin flow from 
cut branches. 
Deciduous trees and shrubs that loose leaves, prune 
in the dormant season to easily visualize the structure 
of the tree, to maximize wound closure in the 
growing season after pruning, to reduce the chance of 
transmitting disease, and to discourage excessive sap 
flow from wounds. Usually, the best time is during the 
late fall and winter.
Flowering trees and shrubs should also be pruned 
during the dormant season. In order to preserve the 
current year’s flower crop, prune early flowering trees 
and shrubs immediately after they finish flowering in 
spring. Trees and shrubs that flower in the summer 
or fall always should be pruned during the dormant 
season. 
Dead branches: can be removed any time of the year 
and should be removed promptly.
Be sure to hire only licensed certified arborists to prune 
your trees. 
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How to Contact Us...

President
Victor Petersen

828-5664
victorpetersen@sbcglobal.net

Vice President
John Youngblood

830-1872
aqcs@comcast.net

Director
Janet Miller
829-3410

Director
Bill Rivera
829-5036

Director
Ron Kalich

Treasurer
Terry Cunningham

355-1309

Secretary
Open

CC&R’s
Terry Cunningham

875-9046
ccr@bollingerhills.org

Architecture
Marv Miller

415-0847
arc@bollingerhills.org

Cabana Rental
Marlo Fregulia

556-0747
rmjfregulia@comcast.net       

Cabana Maintenance
Rob Rovai
594-1945

Welcome Committee
Barbara Gil

328-0827
Pool Committee

Victor Petersen
828-5664

Landscaping Committee
Susan Friedman

806-0643
Pool/Park Keys

Barbara Gil
328-0827

Newsletter Editor
Renee Rovai

rrovai@netscape.net

Directors, Officers & Committee Chairpersons

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 449, San Ramon, CA  94583
www.bollingerhills.com
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